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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Coleman et. al (U.S. Patent No. 5,828,374). 

As to claim 1, Coleman teaches a computer program product (FIGURE 1 , col. 7 
lines 52-55), tangibly embodied in an information carrier (50, 52, 55, 60, 62), comprising 
instructions operable to cause data processing apparatus (52, col. 7 lines 45-47) to 
display application data (138, col. 9 lines 41-45) in user interface elements (i.e. 176, 
"working area" 145, 150), the user interface elements comprising two or more 
independent elements (176, "plurality of letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) and one or more 
dependent elements (170, col. 9 lines 53-55), where one of the independent elements 
(176, "plurality of letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) can have the property of being the selected 
element (175, col. 9 lines 60-64, col. 10 lines 7-8), and where the application data 
displayed in the dependent elements (170, col. 9 lines 60-62) is made to correspond to 
the application data displayed in the selected element (170, 175, 176. col. 10 lines 7-8), 
receive user input from a user (col. 11 lines 20-28) to establish a normal mode 
("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) or a decoupled mode ("depressing switch" col. 1 1 
lines 20-23) of user interface operation, and receive navigation input ("dragging the 
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cursor and slider" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) to navigate from one user interface element to 
another user interface element ("over the desired letter" col. 1 1 lines 20-23), where In 
the normal mode ("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23), navigation to an independent 
element ("over the desired letter" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) causes the independent element 
to become the selected element ("a letter may be selected by ..." col. 1 1 lines 20-23). 
and where in the decoupled mode ("depressing switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23), navigation 
to an independent element ("dragging the cursor and slider over the desired letter" col. 
1 1 lines 20-23) does not change which, if any, of the independent elements ("plurality of 
letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) is the selected element ("at which point the user releases the 
switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23, also note element not selected beneath cursor 44 in 
FIGURE 5). 

As to claim 8, Coleman teaches a computer implemented method (FIGURES 18- 
ISd), comprising: displaying application data in user interface elements (i.e. 176, 
"working area" 145, 150). the user interface elements comprising two or more 
independent elements (176, "plurality of letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) and one or more 
dependent elements (170, col. 9 lines 53-55), where one of the independent elements 
(176, "plurality of letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) can have the property of being the selected 
element (175, col. 9 lines 6-64. col. 10 lines 7-8). and where the application data 
displayed in the dependent elements (170, col. 9 lines 60-62) is made to correspond to 
the application data displayed in the selected element (170, 175, 176, col. 10 lines 7-8), 
receiving user input from a user (col. 1 1 lines 20-28) to establish a normal mode 
("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) or a decoupled mode ("depressing switch" col. 1 1 
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lines 20-23) of user interface operation, and receiving navigation input ("dragging the 
cursor and slider" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) to navigate from one user interface element to 
another user interface element ("over the desired letter", col. 1 1 lines 20-23), where in 
the normal mode ("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23), navigation to an independent 
element ("over the desired letter" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) causes the independent element 
to become the selected element ("a letter may be selected by ..." col. 11 lines 20-23), 
and where in the decoupled mode ("depressing switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23), navigation 
to an independent element ("dragging the cursor and slider over the desired letter" col. 
1 1 lines 20-23) does not change which, if any, of the independent elements ("plurality of 
letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) is the selected element ("at which point the user releases the 
switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23, also note element not selected beneath cursor 44 in 
FIGURE 5). 

As to claim 15, Coleman teaches an apparatus comprising: means for displaying 
application data (138, col. 9 lines 41-45) in user interface elements (i.e. 176, "working 
area" 145, 150), the user interface elements comprising two or more independent 
elements (176, "plurality of letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) and one or more dependent 
elements (170, col. 9 lines 53-55), where one of the Independent elements (176, 
"plurality of letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) can have the property of being the selected 
element (175, col. 9 lines 60-64, col. 10 lines 7-8), and where the application data 
displayed in the dependent elements (170, col. 9 lines 60-62) is made to correspond to 
the application data displayed in the selected element (170, 175, 176, col. 10 lines 7-8), 
means for receiving user input from a user (col. 1 1 lines 20-28) to establish a nomial 
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mode ("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) or a decoupled mode ("depressing switch" 
col. 1 1 lines 20-23) of user interface operation; and means for receiving navigation input 
("dragging the cursor and slider" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) to navigate from one user interface 
element to another user interface element ("over the desired letter" col. 1 1 lines 20-23). 
where in the normal mode ("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23), navigation to an 
independent element ("dragging the cursor and slider over the desired letter" col. 1 1 
lines 20-23) causes the independent element to become the selected element ("a letter 
may be selected by ..." col. 1 1 lines 20-23), and where in the decoupled mode 
("depressing switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23), navigation to an independent element 
("dragging the cursor and slider over the desired letter" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) does not 
change which, if any, of the independent elements ("plurality of letters" col. 1 1 lines 4-7) 
is the selected element ("at which point the user releases the switch" col, 1 1 lines 20- 

r 23, also note element not selected beneath cursor 44 in FIGURE 5). 

r 

As to claim 2, Coleman teaches the computer program product of claim 1, further 
comprising instructions operable to: receive user input from a user ("dragging the cursor 
and slider" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) switching to the normal mode ("releases switch" col. 1 1 
lines 20-23) from the decoupled mode ("depressing switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) and 
thereupon cause the independent element specified by the most recently received 
navigation input ("over the desired letter" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) to become the selected 
element ("a letter may be selected by ..." col. 1 1 lines 20-23). 

As to claim 3, Coleman teaches the computer program product of claim 1, further 
comprising instructions operable to: establish the decoupled mode ("depressing switch" 
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col. 1 1 lines 20-23. see also col. 7 lines 1-10) when a key (e.g. 175 "F" in FIGURES 10- 
1 1 , see also col. 1 1 lines 24-28) is pressed and held by the user ("depressing a desired 
character key on the keyboard" col. 1 1 lines 24-28). and establish the normal mode 
when the key is released by the user ("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23). 

As to claim 4, Coleman teaches the computer program product of claim 3, 
wherein the key (e.g. 175 "F" in FIGURES 9-11, see also col. 1 1 lines 24-28) comprises 
a control key on a keyboard ("cursor control means includes ... a switch having a first 
position and second position ... such as ... keyboard inputs" col. 7 lines 1-10). 

As to claim 5, Coleman teaches the computer program product of claim 1 , further 
comprising instructions operable to: display application data in a table (i.e. table within 
"access window" 130) having two or more rows (i.e. row for "alpha scroll bar" 176 and 
rows for "topic area" 160) and one or more detail views (i.e. "working area" 145, 150), 
the rows being the independent elements and the one or more detail views being the 
dependent elements (i.e. note how dependent elements in detail view including "files" 
displayed when independent element "F" selected), where if one of the rows (i.e. row for 
"alpha scroll bar" 176 and rows for "topic area" 160) is the selected element (i.e. "F" and 
"files" respectively in FIGURES 10-11), the application data displayed in the detail views 
(i.e. "index entries" (i.e. "files" in FIRGURES 10-1 1) and "phrases" (i.e. "find a file or 
folder?" in FIGURE 11) respectively in figures 10-11) is made to correspond to the 
application data displayed in the selected element (i.e. all "index entries" related to "F" 
are displayed, all "phrases" (i.e. "find a file or folder?" in FIGURE 11) related to "files" 
are displayed). 
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As to claim 6, Coleman teaches the computer program product of claim 1 , 
wherein the dependent elements (i.e. "working area" 145, 150) include first level 
elements ("index entries" FIGURES 10-11) and second level elements ("phrase" 
FIGURES 10-11), where one of the first level elements can have the property of being 
the first level selected element (i.e. "files" in FIRGURES 10-11), and where the 
application data displayed in the second level elements is made to correspond to the 
application data displayed in the first level selected element (i.e. "How do I ... find a file 
or folder?" in FIGURE 11), further comprising instructions operable to: receive user 
input to navigate to first level elements (i.e. "placement of the cursor 44 over an entry" 
col. 10 lines 9-10), where in the normal mode (i.e. "momentary clicking of the switch on 
the mouse col. 10 lines" 10-11), navigation to a first level element (i.e. "placement of the 
cursor over an entry" col. 10 lines 9-10) causes the first level element to become the 
selected element (i.e. note outline around "files" in figures 10-1 1 ), and where in the 
decoupled mode ("user releases the switch on the mouse" col. 10 lines 6-7), navigation 
to a first level element ("placement of the cursor over an entry" col. 10 lines 9-10) does 
not change which, if any, of the first level elements is the selected element (i.e. note 
element not selected beneath cursor 44 in FIGURE 5). 

As to claim 7, Coleman teaches the computer program product of claim 6, further 
comprising instmctions operable to: receive user input (i.e. "placement of the cursor 
over an entry" col. 10 lines 9-10) from a user switching to the normal mode (i.e. 
"momentary clicking of the switch on the mouse col. 10 lines" 10-11) from the 
decoupled mode ("user releases the switch on the mouse" col. 10 lines 6-7) and 
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thereupon cause the first level element specified by the most recently received 
navigation input (i.e. "placement of the cursor over an entry" col. 10 lines 9-10) to 
become the first level selected element (i.e. note cursor 44 selecting "files" in FIGURE 
10). 

As to claim 9, Coleman teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: 
receiving user input from a user ("dragging the cursor and slider" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) 
switching to the normal mode ("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) from the decoupled 
mode ("depressing switch" col. 11 lines 20-23) and thereupon cause the independent 
element specified by the most recently received navigation input ("over the desired 
letter" col. 1 1 lines 20-23) to become the selected element ("a letter may be selected by 
..."col. 11 lines 20-23). 

As to claim 10. Coleman teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: 
establishing the decoupled mode ("depressing switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23, see also col. 
7 lines 1-10) when a key is pressed and held by the user ("depressing a desired 
character key on the keyboard" col. 1 1 lines 24-28); and establishing the normal mode 
when the key is released by the user ("releases switch" col. 1 1 lines 20-23). 

As to claim 1 1 , Coleman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the key (e.g. 
175 "F" in FIGURES 9-1 1 , see also col. 1 1 lines 24-28) comprises a control key on a 
keyboard ("cursor control means includes ... a switch having a first position and second 
position ... such as ... keyboard inputs" col. 7 lines 1-10). 

As to claim 12, Coleman teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: 
displaying application data in a table (i.e. table within "access window" 130) having two 
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or more rows (i.e. row for "alpha scroll bar" 176 and rows for "topic area" 160) and one 
or more detail views (i.e. "working area" 145, 150), the rows being the independent 
elements and the one or more detail views being the dependent elements (i.e. note how 
dependent elements in detail view including "files" displayed when independent element 
"F" selected), where if one of the rows (i.e. row for "alpha scroll bar" 1 76 and rows for 
"topic area" 160) is the selected element (i.e. "F" and "files" respectively in FIGURES 
10-11), the application data displayed in the detail views (i.e. "index entries" (i.e. "files" 
in FIRGURES 10-11) and "phrases" (i.e. "find a file or folder?" in FIGURE 11) 
respectively in figures 10-11) is made to correspond to the application data displayed in 
the selected element (i.e. all "index entries" related to "F" are displayed, all "phrases" 
(i.e. "find a file or folder?" in FIGURE 11) related to "files" are displayed). 

As to claim 13, Coleman teaches the method of claim 8, wherein the dependent 
elements (i.e. "working area" 145, 150) include first level elements ("index entries" 
FIGURES 10-1 1) and second level elements ("phrase" FIGURES 10-11). where one of 
the first level elements can have the property of being the first level selected element 
(i.e. "files" in FIRGURES 10-11), and where the application data displayed in the 
second level elements is made to correspond to the application data displayed in the 
first level selected element (i.e. "How do I ... find a file or folder?" in FIGURE 1 1 ), the 
method further comprising: receiving user input to navigate to first level elements (i.e. 
"placement of the cursor 44 over an entry" col. 10 lines 9-10) where in the nonmal mode 
(i.e. "momentary clicking of the switch on the mouse col. 10 lines" 10-11), navigation to 
a first level element ("placement of the cursor over an entry" col. 10 lines 9-10) causes 
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the first level element to become the selected element (i.e. note outline around "files" in 
figures 10-11), and where in the decoupled mode ("user releases the switch on the 
mouse" col. 10 lines 6-7), navigation to a first level element ("placement of the cursor 
over an entry" col. 10 lines 9-10) does not change which, if any, of the first level 
elements is the selected element (i.e. note element not selected beneath cursor 44 in 
FIGURE 5). 

As to claim 14, Coleman teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising: 
receiving user input from a user (i.e. "placement of the cursor over an entry" col. 10 
lines 9-10) switching to the normal mode (i.e. "momentary clicking of the switch on the 
mouse col. 10 lines" 10-1 1) from the decoupled mode ("user releases the switch on the 
mouse" col. 10 lines 6-7) and thereupon cause the first level element specified by the 
most recently received navigation input (i.e. "placement of the cursor over an entry" col. 
10 lines 9-10) to become the first level selected element (i.e. note cursor 44 selecting 
"files" in FIGURE 10). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kino et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,469,719) teach menu items in a 
GUI screen, which include dependent menus from independent menus. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chris Watt whose telephone number is (703) 270-1046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 579. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh Nguyen can be reached on (703) 270-0000. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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